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Abstract:

Purpose: The two major “monsters” of our era, financialization and nihilism, cannot be confronted without a political decision
made by societies themselves; however, societies today remain trapped in “idioteia” (privatism, “101wteia” in Greek). In this context,
we introduce Cosmosystemic Gnoseology (Contogeorgis, 2017), which, as a holistic social science and grounded in the historical
experience of the Greek anthropocentric cosmosystem, provides the methodological framework for approaching representation and,
ultimately, Democracy as synonymous with universal freedom. Within this framework, citizens themselves are enabled to decide
upon their own lives and collective prospects.

Methodology: The study employs a holistic critical analysis, both philosophical and scientific, with freedom as its normative core.
Gradually, through cosmosystemic gnoseology, we move from the “economic man” of financialization (material ontology) to the
“social man” of democracy (social ontology).

Findings: The analysis does not reject the three research hypotheses founded: (a) the existence of the “concave curve” of civilization,
which justifies the endogeneity of the nihilism, (b) the impossibility of genuine progress within financialized economies, and (c) the
fruitful perspective of cosmosystemic gnoseology to advance the large-scale anthropocentric cosmosystem (such as today s nation-
states, or even their unions) towards the universal freedom historically realized by the Hellenic cosmosystem until the 19th century
AD.

Limitations: The limitations pertain to the theoretical schools of thought selected as the basis of analysis.

Policy Implications: The discussion addresses both those currently holding political power and the “incomplete citizens”. The

epistemology of the mature anthropocentric cosmosystem liberates citizens from privatism, restores to them the political system, and
enables them to decide for themselves on economic and political matters.

Contribution: To the best of our knowledge, this is the first attempt to systematically analyze the issue interdisciplinary and based
on universal freedom.
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